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Iditarod Sled Dog Adventure

P.O. Box 64 Hope, AK 99605
(907)782-3730 1-800-365-7057 Fax (907)782-3725

info@AdventureAlaskaTours.com

INTRODUCTION

Comeexperiencethetrueessenceof theFar North, travelingtoremotewil dernesscabinsby dogsledand
spendingthreedayslearningto”mush” your ownteam, beforewitnessingfirsthandtheindescribable” L ast Great
Race", the1100milelditarod Sled Dog Racefrom AnchoragetoNome, Alaska. After attendingtheRacestart,
wewill fly by ski-equipped bush planetoaremoteroadhouse” seventy mileswestalongthelditarod Trail to
overnightandwaitfor thenext day'sarrival of thefirstteamsasthey navigateupthe Susitnaand Y entnariver
systems, totheofficial checkpoint of Skwentna. Toasty by our bonfireontheriver, thesuccession of teams
struggleinthroughthenight, gettingtheir first doseof themercilessly mercuria conditionsthat will dictatetheir
livesfor theweekstocome. Thenextday it's back to Anchorage, withavisittothechaosof RaceHeadquarters
beforegood-byesincivilized comfort. Thisvery special tour isfor thosethat longtoexperiencethereal Alaska,
andthereasonssomany havechosentocall ithomeyear around--fromthosethat camefor thegold rushesand
decidednottoleave, tothosethat still spurnthecomfortsof moderncivilizationfor theadventureof frontier living.
Offeredonly onceayear, thisincomparabl etour by AdventureAlaskaguaranteesexperiencesthat most will only
read about . . .

ABBREVIATED AGENDA

Day 1 Anchorage-Hope: Gear check and visit to Race Headquarters; travel by road from
Anchorage through the Kenai Mountainsto overnight in log cabinsin thetiny end of theroad
gold rush village of Hope on Cook Inlet; evening mushing "intro”

Day 2 Hope-Caribou Hills: Morning departure for Homer on Kachemak Bay. Mushing
classcontinuation at Outback K achemak K ennel sbeforebeforedeparting by dog sledfor remote
cabins (inaccessible by road) in the Caribou Hills above Homer

Day 3 Caribou Hills: Day trip from the cabins driving your own dog team if you choose
(perfecting your technique), lunch and bonfire on the trail, relaxing by the woodstove, the
northern lights will surely treat usto ashow . . .

Day 4 Caribou HillssHope: Travel back to Homer by dog sled (you're an expert now!);
returnto Hopeand overnight inthe cabinsalong Bear Creek; dinner at local restaurant; pre-race
briefing and footage of previous Iditarods

Day 5 Hope-Skwentna Roadhouse: Travel to Anchorage; attend the start (indescribable)
of thel ditarod; early afternoon departurefrom LakeHood by bush ski-planefor flighttoaremote
homestead 70 air miles northwest; dinner and overnight at historic lodge

Day 6 SkwentnaRoadhouse: Morning explorations of the neighborhood by snowshoe or
crosscountry skis; dinner and bonfire rendezvous on the SkwentnaRiver asthefirst dog teams
come through the checkpoint (northern lights.. . ?); second overnight at lodge

Day 7 SkwentnaRoadhouse-Anchorage: Timeto hang out at checkpoint; wander amongst
the arriving mushers and race chaos; return flight to Anchorage and visit to bustling Race
. Headquarters

7 Day / 6 Night

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

$3745 p/ person Trip cost includes all modes of transportation, lodging, meals and instruction. Supplementary arctic
winter gear is supplied by Adventure Alaska with suggestions as to persona clothing sent upon
2010 Tour Dates Code deposit. Accommodations range from log cabins to very "Alaskan" (part of the experience!).

Weather and conditions can necessitate last minute changes in the above itinerary. Alcoholic
March 2 - 8 W1 beverages and gratuities to guides not included. Group size limited to 12 persons.



adverdne
ALASKA

Day 1 Ouradventurestartsat 9AM, meetingindowntownAnchorageat your previoudy arranged B& B
or hotel. Herewe'll makeaquick check of gear. We'll thenmakeastopif necessary at REI, anoutdoor gear
supplier, if anyonedecidesthat they might needadditional items. Beforewehead out of town, we'll makeastop
attheMillenniumHotel, theofficia headquartersof thel ditarod Race. L ocated ontheedgeof L akeHood, the
world'slargest seaplanebasein summer and hometo many that equiptheir planeswith skisand operatefrom
thereinthewinter. AsthingsbuildtowardtheRacesevera daysaway, preparationsareevident asthephone
banksareingtalled, radiocommunicationsset upand of coursetheOfficid | ditarod Storedoingabrisk business.
Afterwardswell head out of townhuggingtheedgeof the TurnagainArm, betweentheChugachMountainsand
thesea. Crossing Turnagain PassintheK enai Mountainswel | takethe16 milecutoff tothetiny end-of -the-road
townof Hope. Theoldest goldrushtowninAlaska, (far older thanAnchorage) thisdeepy littlevillageof 150
soulsstill hasadefinitefrontier flavor withmost of thebuil dingsof |og, fromtheold Social Hall still usedfor
weddingsand most townfunctionstotheoldchurch. Well overnight hereinlog cabinsoverlooking Bear Creek
andafter dinner, haveourfirstintroductiontomushing.

Expanded lItinerary
7-Day lIditarod Sled Dog Race Adventure

Day 2 Afteranearly breakfastwe'll head throughtheKenal Mountainsand along Cook InlettoHomer,
overlookingbeautiful Kachemak Bay. After ascrumptiouslunchat alocal eatery, well driveonouttotheend
of East EndRoadwherewell meet Jason& Kelly, ownersof K achemak Kenne soverlookingtheBay. Starting
offwitha"briefing" andsomeadditional tipsfor thetrail, well meet theother ass stant mushersandthevoca crew
of dogsout back, asready tohitthetrail asweare. It takesabit tol oad everythingandready thed eds, soyou'll
bepressedinto serviceimmediately, hel pingto harnessthedogsand keep them from heading downthetrail
without us. Our gear will travel tothel odgeond edspulled by snowmachine, or *irondog" asthey havecome
tobeknown, sinceinmany placesitisnow avita meansof winter trangport. Thenwithmagnificentglacierviews,
it'sover thesnow covered muskegandfrozenlakestotheremotecabinswell cal *home" for thenexttwonights,
takingturnsdrivingtheteamswhiletheothersglidea ongthetrail inthed edbasket. Wearriveby dinnertime,
wel comed heartily by our hostsand awonderful homecooked meal . After dinner, thoseinclinedmay assistthe
musherswithdogcareorjustrelax by thebonfire. Later that eveningthenorthernlightswill surely seetheirway
fittogiveusadisplay.

Day 3 Withahearty breakfastinthebelly, harnessingupthedogsbeginstofeel likeanatural part of a
day'sroutine(theCall of theWildisnot speciesspecific. . .). Thenit'soff downthetrail taking turnsdrivingyour
ownteamaswesnakethroughtheBoxcar Hills, over Caribou L akeandfurther intotheCaribouHills. Exploring
aglacid vdley,well sopfrequently toexaminestoriestoldby theanimal tracksinthesnow and someof theother
seasona phenomenathat arehardto putintowordswhensomeoneasks, incredul ously, why onewoul denjoy
winter. Lunchisonthetrall wherever theurgehits, gatheredaroundawarmingfireshouldthingsget chilly. Then
wereoff againfor moremushing beforeheadingback tothehomesteadfor anotherwonderful medl. Thenorthern
lightswill haveanopportunity toeither toptheir previousni ght'sperformance, or makeamendsfor ano-show.

Day 4 Asend-off breakfast, possibly withlocal goodieswill get usready for thetrail back . . . hitching
uptheteamsand mushinggivingyouthethought that maybeyoucouldeasly getusedtoalifeof ... someday,
maybe...After early afternoongood-byestonewfriends, bothtwoandfour-legged, well heed back intoHomer
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beforeretracingtheroadback toHope. Dinnerisat nearby Tito'sDiscovery Cafebeforeaneveningbriefing
onthelditaroditself viavideo, at Discovery CabinsonBear Creek.

Expanded lItinerary - cont.
7-Day lIditarod Sled Dog Race Adventure

Day 5 Breakfastisearly tohittheroad and get tothe RacestartindowntownAnchorage. Thestart
hasanatmosphered  itsownasliterally thousandsof dogsand peoplearecrowdedintoatiny area, al focused
ontheeventthat for many, istheexperienceof alifetime. You'll havel otsof vantagepointsfor great pi cturesor
justplaingawking. Theperennial contendershavether own profess onal determinationwhilemany othersare
participatingfor thefirsttime, though every oneof themushers, spouses, andhandl ersareconcentratingonthe
gruelingand perilous 1100 milesof wildernessahead. After watching theteamsberel eased at two-minute
interval sandtaking probably dozensof photos, we'll headto L akeHood, toboard our bush ski-planesfor the
70miletriptotheremote SkwentnaRoadhouseonthe SkwentnaRiver, just afew hundredyardsfromthefirst
officia Iditarod RaceCheckpoint. Landingonatiny airstriphereyou'll seehow folkslivefar fromroadsand
therest of theworl d. Dinner isof coursesumptuous, after expl oring abit about theneighborhood onsnowshoes
or Kis.

Day 6 Agreet breskfast makesthemorningleisurely, with plenty of timetorel ax by thewoodstove,
or catchuponyourjournd. If theweather isclear, Mt. McKinley, NorthAmericasta lest mountainshouldgive
proof just tothenorth. Intheafternoonwe'll wander over tothecheckpoint towatchthedozensof | ditarod
volunteersbusy about preparations, asthedogteamsraceour direction. After dinner, welll bundleupand head
out by foot or snowmachinetotheriver bonfireandawait thefirst dogteams, strainingour eyesinthedarkness
forthefirstglimpseof abobbing headlampinthedistance. After ashort whilethecheckpointwill bebuzzing
withdozensof dogteamsand mushers, meticuloudy checkingthel r dogsover, beforetendingtotheir ownneeds.
Itisevident heretheexperienceof eachmusherintheir efficiency inchecking eachdog, feedingtheteamand
beddingitdownaswell asthemsalves, inpreparationfor thedaysand daysof deeplesstrail ahead. Itisascene
thatisdifficulttoputintowordsandonethat will stay withyoulongafterwards. Hopefully thenorthernlights
will graceusand|ead usback to our cozy homestead, withthoughtsnodoubt of thoseonthetrail, thes edbag
their only accommodetions.

Day 7 After breakfast we'll bundleup and head back out to the checkpoint to seewhoremains,
someteamsdirategicaly resting, othersindespair contempl atingtheendof their | ditarod dreams. Thoughweary,
theformer areoften quitecongenial and opento chatting about their experiencethusfar. Lunchisback at the
Roadhouseand afterwardswelll await thearrival of our bushplanerideback toAnchorageandcivilization,
thoughnotwithout adifferent appreciationfor theuniqueworl dof thearcticwinter and thepeopleand passions
that aresomuchapart of it. Stoppinginat thel ditarod Headquartersfor amusher update, your mind might
wander to how, that whilein so many waystheworld haschanged, in somewaysand placesit hasn't much at
al.Andnow, thoughthetripisofficidly over, thosestaying thenight might wanttoget together foraculminating
dinneranddoabitof reminiscing. ..
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Client Pre-Trip Information

7-Day lIditarod Sled Dog Race Adventure

ALASKA

Accessibility/Fitness

This is a participatory winter trip and though not overly strenuous, clients should be moderately
physically fit and not averse to cold temperatures as this is an arctic environment. Clients are provided
supplementary arctic clothing and boots, and while comfort is our overriding concern, by nature of our
activities we will be outdoors a considerable amount of time, and temperature is a very definite factor.
Dog mushing in these circumstances is not overly strenuous, though some of the optional activities
such as cross country skiing and snowshoeing can be if pursued vigorously. We will also be traveling
by bush plane to and from the Skwentna Roadhouse Lodge, and those apprehensive about small
plane travel will want to take this into account.

Weather/Temperatures

Always a subject of great interest and occasionally, a few choice words. By early March, Old Man Winter
has just begun loosening his hold on things, but has been known to come back with a good swipe or
two, to remind us just why bananas don't grow very well here. Temperatures could be in the upper
thirties, or, they could be minus thirty. Most typical would be from ten to 25 degrees Fahrenheit,
generally being much milder near Homer and the ocean where we will be mushing, and potentially
colder at the remote interior lodge, with the coldest being during the often cloudless nights. Being well
prepared is of course the key, allowing one to enjoy why winter is actually the favorite season of many.
Even if these temperatures seem beyond comprehension, you'll be surprised what good equipment
will do for you, though we promise that you won't win any fashion contests. Weather is of course a factor
in the flying portions of the trip, and it is advisable to allow an extra day in Anchorage in case of possible
delays. Besides, when was the last time you had being trapped in a remote winter cabin in Alaska as
an excuse . . .

Clothing/Equipment

Because this is a winter trip and due to the fact that conditions this time of year can on occasion be
severe, personal clothing should be chosen very carefully to ensure comfort. Adventure Alaska will
provide you with the supplementary arctic outer wear to complement the basic clothing that you
probably already have, or might need to supply. We provide the following: arctic coveralls (very
stylish!) for the very coldest weather; arctic pak boots for the feet; arctic mittens; and a cold weather
hat. Items that you will need to supply include the following:

Clothing:Two to three changes of warm but versatile clothing are recommended (please refer to
luggage restrictions in a separate section) which can be layered if needed. This is a time to throw
thoughts of fashion to the wind and consider above all else, the function of each item. Besides, if your
stylish in the Bush in winter, you'll stick out like a sore (and cold!) thumb. Relatively loose clothing is
warmer than skin tight, with wool or polypropylene pile pants and sweaters ideal. Long underwear
should be of medium weight and preferably polypropylene. Several pairs (to allow for changes) of
heavy wool and/or polypro socks will help keep your feet happy, and work best if layered.
Outerwear: A good, warm winter jacket is a must, with down and some of the synthetics having the
best warmth-to-weight ratio. This, coupled with sweaters or pullovers and other clothing, should be
sufficient and allow needed flexibility for most of our activities, with the coveralls handy for those times
when it is colder or we are inactive. A medium weight hat or stocking cap that covers the ears is a must
as well as a pair or two of medium weight gloves; an additional scarf is also preferred by many.
Footwear: Sorel-style arctic pak boots are provided for each participant if needed for our outdoor
activities (please specify men's shoe size in advance). If you already have your own they probably fit
well and you should consider bringing them. Those subject to chronically cold feet (and hands) might
want to consider a supply of the disposable chemical heat packets sold at many sporting goods stores.
Footwear for indoors and travel should be comfortable and warm, many preferring to throw in an
additional pair of down booties or slippers to lounge around in.




adventune
ALASKA

Sleeping "Equipment": Most prefer to sleep in their long underwear as opposed to pajamas (after
all, you want to dress the part).

Miscellaneous: A good flashlight or headlamp is important; water bottle (quart); sunglasses (UV
cutting); camera. Earplugs are also helpful, as individual bedtimes and noise levels can vary
considerably.

Client Pre-Trip Information - cont.
7-Day lIditarod Sled Dog Race Adventure

Luggage

Soft-sided suitcases or duffel bags are preferred. As dog sleds and small airplanes have limited
space, total amount of personal gear for the trip should not fill more than approximately two standard
grocery sacks (four cubic feet); suitcases, extra clothing, etc., can be stored in Anchorage during the
trip. A small daypack is recommended for in the van and on the dogsled, for items you might want
handy.

Accommodations

Accommodations: Include a remote homestead with several bedrooms and out-cabins, log cabins
in Hope and the Roadhouse on the river. All established facilities are set up for double occupancy
but the remote sites will sometimes necessitate more of a "slumber party" approach, flexibility being
the rule in the Bush. Bathroom facilities at the remote locations are "rustic”, sometimes of the tried
and true, non-running water type (part of the experience!).

Legal Requirements

Insurance: Health: Adventure Alaska cannot require participants to provide proof of insurance but
it is more than strongly recommended to retain and review your personal policy; NOTE: Adventure
Alaska cannot be expected to and will not assume payment liability for medical care or treatment of
any kind. Traveler's: It is likewise strongly urged to carry traveler's insurance in case you have to
cancel or cut short your trip for any reason as the cancellation policy is quite strict. Or, though remote,
the possibility exists also of a delay in our return to Anchorage on the last day due to weather.
Cancellation of activities or additional costs incurred due to weather or safety concerns will not
necessarily result in refund for that segment, and may require additional payment.

Pre/Post-Trip Lodging

Many types are available in Anchorage as are independant extensions after the trip. Please advise
us well in advance so that we are able to guarantee suitable accommodations. Do remember that the
bush plane flight to and from the Skwentna area is dependant on the vagaries of weather —at least
a day should be left open at the end of the trip before unchangeable travel arrangements.

Suggested Reading

The Far North is a story teller's dream of history, wildness, and people. Each client's appreciation
will be immeasurably heightened by gaining some background beforehand of Alaska and the areas
visited, as well as detailed information on the history of sled dogs and mushing. A wide selection of
books and information is available from Alaska Geographic: 810 E 9th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501; (866)
257-2757; www.alaskageographic.org and also from our local bookseller, Title Wave Books, in Anchorage
-www.wavebooks.com; 907-278-9283. Also, the Iditarod's official website - www.lditarod.com - has a book
list which is quite extensive.




